‘THE END IS NIGEL’
- Online Summary -
First-year student film-maker Verity is making a mocking documentary about her town’s local nutter, Nigel – a morose man who wanders the park wearing a sandwich-board man reading ‘The End is Nigh’. But just before the final day of filming, when Nigel is caught on camera being bundled into a van, Verity builds an online community to help her try and find him and investigate whether Nigel might have been right all along... that the End is indeed nigh.

This document is a linear guide through the story of ‘The End is Nigel’ via all of its online avenues. All of the website names currently provided are only temporary suggestions.
1. Prologue/Two – Minute Film

This film follows the MOVIEs brief and will be viewable on mobile phones, youtube, facebook, myspace and sent by email. It will also be embedded on the home page of the project www.theendisnigel.com where it will be the first thing the viewer sees online. 

The film establishes the story and serves as a prologue for what is to come:

Final-year film student Verity has been making a documentary about local nutter Nigel who wanders the streets wearing a sandwich board reading ‘The End is Nigh’. We see footage of Nigel’s opinions on the world interspersed with Verity narrating to camera. She didn’t take Nigel seriously until she and cameraman/best friend Tom went to film him on their final day. They could see Nigel in the distance but, as they rounded the corner, he was gone and a white van was speeding away from the scene. 
We see Verity trying to report him missing but no one knew Nigel’s full name and the registration plate from the van somehow doesn’t exist. The Police assume that Verity and Tom are trying to pull some kind of student prank. But when Verity finds someone has spray-painted ‘the end is nigel’ on her front door, she knows she has to get to the bottom of this and starts her online campaign to find out what has really happened to Nigel. This film is her call to arms to the viewer. She needs our help to find the truth and follow the clues because, with the state of the world past generations have left us, she fears there’s a conspiracy and that Nigel might be right. The end is indeed nigh. Unless we can stop it.

The mobile/email version of this film will end with www.theendisnigel.com drawing the viewer to the home-page and into Verity’s campaign.

2. Homepage/theendisnigel.com

As well as the prologue video, this site hosts Day One of Verity’s blog. Day One of Verity’s blog introduces more about her and Tom (and the fact they are having an illicit relationship despite the fact Tom has a girlfriend) and fleshes out the world of the characters in more detail. It also links to both characters homepages on facebook and myspace.
The only clue Verity has so far is that the van that she thinks took Nigel had a logo something like this on the side:
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Tom is sure he has seen it somewhere before but, at the moment, can only suggest that Nigel has been kidnapped by rogue weathermen.

Verity has also embedded several short clips of her interview footage with Nigel. In hindsight, these clips demonstrate that Nigel seems concerned about his and the world’s safety but are also very funny as he eludes Verity’s questions.

3. Day Two – Verity’s Blog

Tom has remembered where he saw that logo elsewhere: In the background of a bizarre web-comic he reads called ‘Saxophone Deity’ about a saxophonist who fights demons by night. (it is worth noting here that in several of the clips we have seen where Verity is interviewing Nigel, there will be a saxophonist busking in the background). Nobody knows who the writer of ‘Saxophone Deity’ is as he just posts the scripts to new artists via his website: 

4. www.saxophone-deity.com 

Here, the viewer will be able to read the latest Saxophone Deity strip – the strip is an over the top 2000AD/Manga style strip in which our saxophone-wielding hero saves the day – he’s a god on the saxophone...and of everything else. But in the background of every panel are vaguely familiar scenes of a man in a sandwich board and then a van with the mysterious logo on its side but with the name ‘RAINY DAY CORPORATION’ clearly visible underneath. 
This site will also feature downloadable wallpaper of various Saxophone Deity pictures and will feature a promotional flash animation of Saxophone Deity in action. If time and technology allows, viewers will also be able to download a saxophone ringtone for their mobiles. (this site will be a key story element if a full version of this project is commissioned and will also serve as a platform for budding comic book artists to show their work)

On her blog, Verity also links to a youTube video of something Tom filmed on his phone. Near where Nigel was kidnapped, someone has spray-painted the mysterious logo on a wall and written ‘save something’ underneath it. 
5. Day Three – Verity’s Blog

Verity has been getting pressure from her University that her documentary isn’t finished. Her illicit relationship with Tom has also been discovered by Tom’s girlfriend and Verity is at an all-time low.

Her research into the Rainy Day Corporation has also been getting her nowhere. She has found that they have offices in every city and seem to have been around since the millennium.  But all of her calls to them asking why one of their vans might have been in the vicinity of Nigel’s abduction have been blocked or she has been endlessly transferred between departments. 

She has, however, found their home page:
6. Rainy-Day Corporation Home Page

This page has a 1-2 minute embedded corporate video where the Rainy Day Corporation’s marketing manager Warren Chambers welcomes us to his company. As he walks the corridors, he highlights how Rainy Day is at the heart of every community and is looking out for all our futures, but never actually divulges what it is that the company actually does. Several choice phrases come across as quite sinister such as ‘if you’ve got what we’re looking for – then we’ll find you’ etc. He ends his tour with the motto: ‘Rainy Day... well, you’ve got to save something!’
Following on from the video is a multiple choice quiz recruitment application that the audience can fill in to determine what aspect of the Rainy Day Corporation they are best suited for. Amid the more innocuous questions are several rather personal or abstract questions that might be better suited to a customs officer. Depending on the answers  you have filled in, the result will show which department of the corporation you might potentially be suited for and what these characteristics are. However, whatever results you put in, all responses will come complete with the message ‘Sorry – you are not one of us’. 
Any other sections of the site are restricted.

7. Day Four - Verity’s Blog

Verity is writing her blog before she goes to her appointment with her lecturer, Hugh Hammond, to explain why her project is late. She doesn’t seem worried as Hugh sounded very encouraging on the phone about her idea and its potential – he’s sorry it didn’t work out with Nigel but he’s sure they can find another nutter who thinks the world is going to end soon enough and wants her to speak to a financier who has been asking the university about potential projects he can invest in.
Verity has decided she wants to record this possibly fantastic occasion and so we see an embedded clip of her setting up a hidden camera in Hugh’s office just before Hugh arrives. When he does, he explains to Verity that any project she works on while at university is technically owned by the University so he has sold the rights to her documentary idea. Verity starts to protest but then Hugh brings in the financier who is interested in her project. Enter Adam Chambers of the Rainy Day Corporation. 

Verity is clearly panicked but is ushered back into her seat by Hugh. Adam Chambers just has time to say that he’s a big fan of Verity’s work before he subtly seems to notice the camera and smiles – just before the picture becomes static.

The rest of the blog entry is written by Tom who collected the camera from Hugh’s office later that morning but has seen no sign of Verity, Hugh or Adam since. And he’s worried.

8. Tom’s Blog Entry
It’s been days since anyone heard from Verity – we realise that the blog entries are actually now quite old. The university reckons that following her conversation with her tutor, Verity decided to re-sit her final year sometime in the future and has gone travelling in the meantime. Lecturer Hugh has had to go away on urgent family business and is now on a period of sabbatical.

Tom doesn’t know what to do next. This morning he received a promotional email that ‘a friend’ had recommended him, advertising the feature film version of Verity’s documentary. He is now forwarding this email onto you. It looks like the Rainy Day Corporation have tried to hide any conspiracy theory in something no one ever takes seriously – Hollywood Blockbusters!
He asks the audience to follow the link to...

9. ‘The End is Nigel’ – Official Movie Site

The main feature of this site is a ridiculous teaser trailer for a Hollywood-style blockbuster movie (produced in association with the Rainy Day Corporation): 

The teaser trailer features a park on a sunny day where a woman picnics until she sees a man in a sandwich-board nearby, Nigel. But this isn’t the Nigel we recognise, this is an actor, a handsome, chisel-jawed hunky version who stands heroically as the shadow of a massive flying saucer towers over the Earth. Everyone runs screaming... apart from Nigel. 

‘What are you going to do?’ swoons the picnicking woman. ‘Hamper their plans!’ replies heroic Nigel as he grabs her picnic hamper and charges at the baddies. Then in a rapid succession of ridiculous intercut clips and poor CGI, the captions announce 

‘NEXT YEAR...THE END...IS...’

But just before the caption reads ‘NIGEL’, the picture turns to snow and Nigel appears - the real Nigel - and addresses the camera: 

“Verity’s safe. She’s with me. I know what’s happening now and what I have to do. Wait for my word. This won’t be The End’

And with that, the screen goes dead.

Also available on this movie site will be a downloadable poster for the naff ‘The End is Nigel’ movie, credits for the feature film (that will also list everyone involved in the online project) and, importantly, you can also register for updates. Anyone who does will get an email thanking them for playing ‘The End is Nigel’ and we now have their email address to keep them posted if/when the story continues.

Attached is a photo of Verity’s front door but the graffiti-ed message ‘the end is nigel’ has been defaced so that it now reads ‘He is an angel’.
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